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on New Zealand's north island

B Gotting out there on the Tongarifo circuit

“THE FINEST WALK IN NEW

Zealand.” With a reputation

like .that, the Tomgariro
Morthern Circuit, in the centre
of Mew Zealands MNorth
Island, simply could not be
ignored.

That ore of is volcanoes was also an “extra’ in tha
Lord of 1he Aings was 6n addad bonus. Howsever,
as the clouds hovened aound my ears on the first
marreng | was corsng the loundm spne dockar,
whiom | was oomanced had comed the phiise, and
was possibly in league waith the Dark Loed famsak

At the trailhead | could berely =02 up tha track. 1t
wasn'T even that early, just afer 300am, & 2
n't hopeful that it would ciear. | had opted for 2 Gter
start to avond the crowds which usisly gather sarly
t0 walk the Tonganino Crossing. ane g of the ce-
cuit. This was the day walk made popular by the
spin docioe’s descriohon

The track was Fairly easy at first, | 3wafily pacsad
Mangatepopa Hut, where hikers doing the com
plete cicuit stay on thar frst might, | was cheating
by missing oui the boring fisst leg siog o
‘Whakapapa Vilaga to here,
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After bwenly moies | was o my Stide &nd,
despite the lack of views, engrying the gently rising
valiey walk, I chan't last As tha clouds lifved & cle
| was ftaced with a sieep clirb up an old lava flow
1o the saddie betwean the volcanoes of Nygauruhoe

and Tongario. This is the toughest chmb on the

whole crcuit and 18 m localy as the Desils
Srakcase, the slape littered wah jagged boulders of
black wolcamic rock

| was pulfing hard when | reachad the 10p. On the
saddla nd a signpost mdicating the route up Mt
Hgaundns [2291m). Sinca | coukdn’l see maore than
50 metres o the slope of tha volcano | ditsted
whather to atiempt the climi. Somewhera up thene
in thee thick white cloud was the perlect cone | had
seen tha day bekor } i1 seemed wiong 1o nil
e i the clouds & chance 10 50, OF | went

It Mgaurshos is the youngest volcann in the Park,
gstimated to Rene been formed in the bass 2500
years. He symmetical skipes Ead uo to a single
weril, in contrast to its two neighbours, Tongareo
and Auspahu, which have multtiple vants. Lava las
ket from Migaunshos in 1954

The gaing wasn's essy. The soee sope made for a
chassic beo up, ani down siding gait. Aftes hall an
fiour | stapped 1o corsider my opbons. Fwo young
tzds came running deoen the seres. “Coufd you see
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Andrew Lowton treks the top trail
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anything at the top?™ | a3 “Mathing.” they o
nusd, a% they alid past Decision made, | surfed
dorem after tham. Il v shame io miss A 60
lonking dessn mta Mt Doom, its resne i the Loed of
the Aings fims. but there wera plenty of sgts sl

ahesad

| dropped down ido South Ceater, a wide flal
expanze of hard sun-baked earth, dottad with the
okl boulder. Crossing tha wide open space with
cloud obscuring everything, | half expected 3
marauding swerm of Ovcs b descend an me
Following the marker poles up the rim of Bhe crater

amived at anather junction. Mo Orcs. This s
pointed off to the summit of Mt Tongarin (1363m|
1 had 1o reach at least ane summet on e ke, ol
nened off. M Tonganing & sill considered to e
activa bul hasn't efupded since 18 I reckaned
| was fairly safe. Algng & ridge. then over a srall
sacdile, 1he going was tarly sy 8t ut then |
hit a slope of graved and ash which worked i way
i 1z the surmmit. There was ro crabar, just a pike of
wolcznic boulders, Cheated, | couldn’t 282 & damned
thing, bt | mantally ticked off anathar paak

O tha way down a crious thing happened: e
clouds e and | had a viaw In the foreground |
could see Rad Crter & in the distence e
sparkle of ihe equslly imagratively named Blue
Lake. | =21 for a while, &e my unch, and took i al




. Amazingly, apart fram the two scrs :
hadn't een a soul all day, B fel file the whole park
WilS Ming, my precious...

Tongarin Mational Park owas its axistence to
Horonuku TeHeubeu Tukino, a chief of Mgati
Frehareton Hs people considered the mountaing
tapu {eacred). In 1687 tha

the peaple of Ne -

Wy of |:mtnr1|nh e ares II e the lrst
nationat park in Mew Zealand and only the second in
tha wiorkd.

Backtracking 1o the jnction | cimbed steephy up to
the rim of fed Craber. This is the highest point an
cial, 1B86m, and 5 & spadlaculan spol. Red
Crater itzelf 5 2 beautiful, scary place; with red and
olack wials and & huge rent gashed out o Qe mida,
it emaraes the kind of powar Tolksen had in mind
for thee reaim of tha Dark Lord. Hot gasses pour out
of scatterad fumarples and ihe sulphuous smell of
robten eggs is all perading. Down balow are the
threa Emerald Lakes, their colour in stark contrast to
the dark rocks and red ol surounding thiem

e dern 1o Ehe bk Ireacherous.

ric soil is litterad with langar rock
wook o skl A1 the batiom | was plunged back
it the crowds. Hikers were evergwhare, ining the
edge of the lakes taling pholographs. | quessed

sl al therm wene dong the one day walk and,
snce | would ba cirding back past the lskes agan,
| just kBpt on walking

Turning norih, | staeted acras

kangarrg, charache

enpangs of mud i gtark condrass o th- peaks
arpund

A step bud, mercfully, short climb took me wp the
crater nm 0 Blue Lake Typicaly, the name ddns
hodd custe 50 true in close up. but 5 almost geo-
mtric runcness was impe

Lake the track dropped oft tha valcano and | found
myself nozagging dowm & tusaock-Sinedn aea 1o
Kedigahi Hut.

Thee hut wars busy but Tmaraged ta gradb a bunk and
foed mysali 8 ouick meal while the coalb

fres. Close to the hut are the Eptatani Hot

ared alter deneer | weandered dosm B2 hi

Th Springs are fenced off and supposed

wate lnd but the dom't Stop some hikers s0akng
iwary the day's legacy in the sleaming poals

Lates, 1 sat on the porch of th hut and was Hoed-
ingly gramied 8 fina wiew of Lake Rotosira bedow
before the clouds descended once again. Attar
gight hourz of walking sleep came unsurpnsmghy
sy
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| awake ta bright sunshine end giowing red hands.
Althcusgh | had haredy seen the sun in pasi days,
nevertheless the backs of my hands ware badly
sunbuimed. Hawng slathaned n'r.l..EH in EUnsCTEEN
this e, | Beft la K 3

deparied It was & glonous

1wl e lakes o |'r'r_-|?_‘.|‘.lf. | wanderad
ds of steam
ahotographs,

This time | b
along the =

qushing out of R
and mavad on. At 1 11 tumad towards tha
(ingers Valey, The BIre was a krea-hen
dar, descanding 200m on a steep and sippery
slope, before leveling owt then zigraggrg down
across abd lava flows, to the valey fiooe. From thene
to the hut the sandy frack is leval, and the walking
wiad eady Tha sunmurdngs, howesssr wWere ms-
traclty surreal

The trail here weaves through a wonderland of
hizamily 1 ava lormsstions k&l by enplions
fram Rad Crater. &way to my right stretched the
disakate ard ol the Hangpa Desen, MNew
Jealand's onfy desert and above it, AWt Ngauruhoe
was sl weanng s hebned of wiete couds
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danby came upon Oturere Hut. Thes hut is beauti-
tully siuzted, with views dovn the waley 1o the

cup of tea. As an addad bonus | Sound a 0w
wiaterdzd a few minutes walk from tha hut and had
a quick wash, with an aye on nol eebng ary
walualde body pars.

Wuovrg on Iraim Dduien: the sceneny was evoking.
Ahead | could see a grean-covesed ridge and,
bepand that, occasonal glimpses of the snow-
covered siopas of bt Ruapsiu,

This volcano dominatas the south af the nators
paik and i the highest paak af JH0m. |t i the
mist activa in tha park. During its last spectaculas
angpiiens in 1935 ancl 1686 Ruspshu spat out val-
canic racks and folowed up with massne clouds
of ash, which spoibed the fun for mamy a sk enthu-
sl

Hoping that &t Auapehis wouldn't choosa thes day
tomaka a coma back b, | locussed on the green
ridge and kept waking, crossing four valleys on a
':_Iﬁ'l"ﬂh' path untd the baren ground fredly gave
wiay to fussock-covered hilocks and a shady
Beech forest - a welpome chiange from the desan.

After 2 steep climb up a ndge | could see the wal
come rood of Mew Waihchoru Hut nestling in the
treas below This Fut is arguably the bast on the
Cincist, with iis three separsie sleaping areas, a
plesant conbmal byig spate and & stream running
past the door, Oturare anly beats it for kcation

i Al has atiractions naarky. Frst up weas a hwen-
ty mimmle walk t Ohimepango Sprngs. Mat the
mogt spectacuiar, bt having spant the best pan
o wi chings g &0 and landssEps, it was a
rirvelty 1o find chear cold water bubibng up aut of
the ground. Sumaunded by lush gresn vegatation
it's @ lithe oasis, bt @ guck temperature 5
ment was endugh 1o depel any thoughts of a dip.

in the way back from tha Spongs | detowred 10
B Whaihghoni Hut. This hut was bult o 1903804
by the ghwemment as a stagping place for s18ge
¢oaches. i stundy constnuction, & double Ryer ol
comugated inan  sandwacheng Dumice  S1oneg,
mears it sl sur intacl and = presersd iy
the Hestone Paces Trust, it featuras some very old
graffiti.

Back at the hut only a Family of Kiwis fram
Wiellmglon wese 0 residence. Mot many people
complete the fdll cicuit. The family gernously
sharpd thed massve dores with me and we
enjoyed @ pleasant evening discussing the best
B Peaband hikes, The Tongariro Morthern Circuit
wig their favourita and this was the filth time
they'd walked it They warned me that they had
navar yel complatad it without gt rared on

Sure enough rmy final divy ciwamd seilh rain i the
& At first a fesw spots, then gentle but persistant.
Dafors cufmireating in a ful-scale defiage. | heleve
ihe views on the wak from Wabohone Hut 1
Wilhatkapapa Village are supposed to b cuistand-

Who's Wﬂting.

Iy Lz dabe ninekies. to the swrpnse Of many, | gad up s comdor-
abie 15 vaar career in iodal govemment 1o be & volurteer with

V&0 el endad o n Uganda, in East Afrca, | Woed it socmach |
andad up stiving Toe 35 yeses. When | sk | ravalled for a year

& theough Africa, Australagial tha Pacific, and Morhy America, My

passian is hikng spréferahly in mountsin areas), partcuiEry in

AMrica, Mew Tealand and Nocth Amirica. This yes’s irg s (o

Mamiia ang South Africa. Recanty mamiad and now combining & pan-ime job with & buman
rights organtsation [The Cosfition to Stap the usa of Chid Soiders| with freaknoe weiting

. i - R Tl
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challenoed65

Trek throwgh the fantasiic scen r|r i Hew

this adrenaline fuelied chalienge - 16-29 Hﬂmh EIII?F

Call our international trek officer on D845 120 6892
or emall events@acorns.org.uk

Regraewd Charity Fo, 0SS

www.challenge365.co.uk

ABOVE: - The ‘sther worldly' landscape of the Tongarire
Matlonal Park

LEFT: - Lava formations, sulphuric fumeroles, crater lakes == T FIVE GUIDES FOR

and hot springs. i
ing, flanked as it is by Mt Ruspahu to the south and M Ngaunsnoe ta the narth. THE Dﬂiﬂ"""”ﬂ

Alas, | couldn’t se a thing

The track was wel-maintaneg and | just put my head down and bombed on
The rain eased a lithe 25 | reached the side trad 1o Tama Lakes, subtly saduc-
ing e, e lock at the gathenng ciouds brought me back 1o reality. | warched
)

& shavp deseent dropped ma &t Taranaki Falis, which wamanted a quick siop. ; . 101N OUR MHIL.II: LIST

bat from thera it was just & case of inying 1o get to the end of the hike belore ! rescwive: 3 catalogue and specisl

the rieal rain started. | was lucky. The moment | walked into the Whakapapa prae emius discouniid offers sach year

Vicitor Cantra the deluge begen The ran was =0 haavy that you could beeely 1539 362069

s youf bard in frant of your faca. . y LT ok
VISIT CHIB MW WEESTTE]

Despite the disappointing last day it had still besn & grest hike. If 1 was a L
ism spiF id bilk i & “the finast volcanic walk in Mew featand’. - B—

ourism spin docior | w:l.l.d bik 1 23 “The finas :‘I:.JI:EI'IP v.'t'alb. in Minee Jeakan Kaltible:frewn goed lu.-:hhcq-.

And, a5 an added borus, | avoided captune by Ores a5 well. Cicerane Pres Liff, 3 Fles Square, |
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WHAT IS THE TONGARIRO

MORTHERN CIRCUIT?

The Tangarira Morthem Circuit 8 8 3-4 day hike of
41km in Tongaren Mational Park n the cenre of
MNew Fealand's Narth Istand, The hike achualy poes
mourd B Mgauruhoe [Z281mj, a periect volcanic
cone, and ever the flanks of Mt Tongariro |196Em].
O & clear day you will have supern views of Mt
Auapeh, the highast moumain in the Park jand an
Morth Igland] a1 2757 matres, and the most actve,
H Fst erupted ouite spectacularly n 1935,

The hike takes you throwgh speciacular volcanic tir

rain, cngsng crabers, pessing brghlly caloured
lakes, steaming fumerolas ard waterfalls, with the
ootion o ascand his, Moaurohoe and Songarin. In
gond weather the trail is sasy to folow, with polés
marking ihe route, sgnposts at junchions and well-
maintained tracks, Howevar, ponr weathes wiuld
ke il rcky.

Four well-appointed huts are spaced at regular
intervats anound the Cincus which means there s no
hirry to comglete the hike, Most hiters dmng the
complete cicuit take 3 or 4 days: many just do the
ana day Tanganino Crossing, | ook 3 days.

WHEN TO GO

The safest and bast time 1o walk the Crouit =
betwesn December and March (summar], whan
the waather i5 less savene and The snow Fas gone.
Howevar, this is atso the busiest tre. In winter
you'd need apine axparignce 10 tackls the Circuit
wilen e axas and crampans wiuld he required.

GETTING THERE

The bist way 1o arive i 1o fiy.inbo Auckiand and
then czich a bus 0 the towns of Taupo of Turang ar
tha vilage of Mationa! Park, from which you can
amange transport inta the Matioral Park, The village
of Matianal Fark can aso be reached by rail,

Gietbing to and fnom the Tonganio Kortham Cauit -
there & mo pubkc tarsport inde Terwgarnira Natiomal
Park. Howevar, private companies run shuttle bus
senacas from Taupe, Turengi and Natonal Park to
the fratheads and Whekapaps Yilage, within the
Park. For detals of the shutile bus sanvices contact
the Whakapapa Vistor Cantre (Phore 464 (017
gir? 3725 ar e-mail whakapapaveEdoc gavi.ngl

WEATHER

Tha wather in the higher areas can e extemely
hangeabie. Even on 8 hot summer day wings m the
higher angs can ba vary coid and storres can ol in
Iraim nowhare, Be preparad for anyihing.

FODD AND DRINK

There & & shap at the Whakapana Holiday Park out
it I expensie 50 all suppies ane best purchased in
Taupo, Turangi or Mational Fark. Wi salections
are avadable in Taupe or Auckand

(O the Trad wiatar i awailable at gach al The huts.

ACCOMMODATION

In Taupe, Turarg and National Park Yilage there an
hotels. matels and campsdes 1o sed &l budgets.
Whalspapa Vilage has less choice: the wirz-
papensive Grand Chateau Hotab the reasonable
Shtel, which has some hostel-style rooms; ard the
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\Whakapapa Hofiday Park, which has cabins and
campsites. Two hagic campreg grounds ang l0Cated
in the park but are difficult 1o access without yaur
[ bEnsport,

There ani four huts on the Cincuit at Mangatepopa,
Kpratani. Orurere and Waihohoni All hists have
matiresgas, cokd water, sinks. toilets, heating and
conkers with fuel |gas|. Mote that heating, fugl and
hist wardens ang not praseet in the ofi-peak segon.
{Sag red 1ape and permits below for detais of sea-
3008.)

There ane compsites naar sach of tha huts and
campers can usa thir bt Taciites.

HEALTH HAZARDS

Aside froen the waather the biggast harams ara the
lnase mocks and slippery volcanic slopes if scaling
Wit Mgaundhos and the thesmal areas, aithough the
lalter ane pasiy auided if sansible.

EQUIPMENT

Diua 1o the weathar vanatons you wil Neec Bvery:
thing from shorts 10 8 waem mguntan jacket and
hat ard waterproof jacker. Taka several layars of
wicking clothing and a change of clothes et
clothirgg may not dry owernight. Broken-in wates

prood boots, which support the ankles, are rsszntial
an the rough tamain, For scrambding up hgauninoe
gknes and long trausers il ictect you ram the
gharp woelcanic mock. & sun bt and sun cream ik
pssantial s there |5 fxtle shade. During winter and
anow canditions snow gaiters and gogglas shoukd

SRFRNTTN o o T ]

be added. An ice axa and cfAMpans are As0 e3san-
tial, Ingether with expariance m uging them, B
camping, a strang and sturdy tent should be camied
a5 winds can be wiciaus. Gas cookers ae avalabie
in the huts during the peak season - 50 ma nesd 10
cary fus, but you must camy ;ipoking uiensik.

MAPS AND GUIDES

The 1:E0,000 Tongarine park map & ideal for the
Circut but the Department of Consanation (D0C)
leallet is informrtive and is a8 you resd. Both are
avaiable fram the Whakzpana Vasitar Centra.
There is a geod dascription of the trail in Teamgireg
iry Messs Tealand by Jim DuFresne |Laney Flanet].

PERMITS AND RED TAPE

To stay in the huts of camp in the park you nequine
@ permit which can be obtained from aery DOC office
in Mew Zoaland, Ourng peak season from late
Octobar 10 eary June & Great \Walks Pass is
recpred. To stay in & it it costs NZS20 for adufts
and MZE10 far children junder 18] and ta camp it =
MFE15/750. During the off-peak season a
Backcouniry Pass is required which costs NZS10/%
far iz and MZE5/2.50 for camnping. These lees ara
par person per nighs

CONTACTS

ey Fessdand Tourism

wernonawealand comytravel!

Mew Zealand Department of Corgervation
e, o gonvtnaindies. el



